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In  April of this year, the president of the United States, Barack Obama, made a statement on taking concrete steps toward creating a world without nuclear weapons. By re-examining the nuclear policies of the Bush administration, President Obama took a giant step toward nuclear disarmament, and we consider this to be our biggest chance to get rid of nuclear weapons from the world.

Needless to say, we should not see this too optimistically. The objective of the US  is to display its stance toward nuclear disarmament, while tightening the regulations for nuclear materials and facilities over other counties. Another factor that we must not forget is that even if there were to be a significant reduction of nuclear weapons in the US, its conventional and high-tech weapons alone will allow the country to remain the strongest military power in the world. Nevertheless, given that we live in a world with 23,000 or more nuclear weapons in existence, it is highly significant that the largest nuclear power has indicated its willingness to reduce nuclear weapons. This is our chance to ensure that this momentum toward nuclear abolition continue. 

The first step we must take is to create a comprehensive measure for the realization of nuclear abolition. Until this point, the approach taken for nuclear disarmament and non-proliferation was segmented, and was aimed mainly on restricting nuclear testing or the use of nuclear materials. By focusing only on respective levels, we have made the goal of nuclear abolition seem more far-fetched, and we face the risk of failing to realize our goal. 

The survivors of the atomic bomb have been calling for a world free of nuclear weapons before they pass away, but the average age of the remaining survivors  is now over 75. Mayors for Peace, an initiative started by the mayors of Hiroshima and Nagasaki that now includes more than 3000 cities around the world, is calling for nuclear abolition by the year 2020. We must come up with a clear and precise goal, and stipulate a path to rid the world of nuclear weapons.

What we need is a comprehensive all-out ban on nuclear weapons, such as the case of chemical and biological weapons, land mines, and cluster bombs. Nuclear weapons must become illegal, and the nuclear weapons count must be brought down to zero. There is an urgent need to start negotiating for a nuclear weapons ban treaty, with legal, political and technical provisions included. 

Costa Rica has already brought forward a model treaty to the UN, and  Secretary General Ban Ki-moon has been urging nations to bring this treaty into consideration. Next year in May 2010, countries will gather to re-examine the Nuclear Non-Proliferation Treaty, and it is significant that we extend negotiations to discuss a nuclear weapons ban treaty. The governments of Japan and Ecuador must take the initiative in these negotiations, and it is up to the citizens of the two respective countries to pressure their governments to do so. 

The second step is to facilitate and realize global security without being dependent on nuclear weapons. Latin America was the first in becoming a nuclear free zone, and Japan and the East Asian Countries must follow their lead. 

Currently the problem of the proliferation of nuclear weapons in North Korea in East Asia is becoming more serious.  Putting pressure on North Korea to remove nuclear weapons will not lead to a solution. The entire region needs to take a stand towards abolishing nuclear weapons. Non -governmental organizations in Japan and Korea have been taking a lead in drafting a proposal for “North East Asia Nuclear Weapons Free Zone.” There needs to be political dialogue to determine the root cause of the threat though the  framework of the Six Party Talk.

Due to the threat of the use of nuclear weapons in North Korea, there remains a strong belief, especially amongst conservatives in Japan, that Japan needs to depend on the strong nuclear weapons of the United States.  However, this concept of fighting nuclear weapons with nuclear weapons is only likely to aggravate the proliferation of nuclear weapons.  Our history has already seen this story unfold. 


Rather, Japan should take a lead in ending its dependence on US nuclear weapons in order to lead the world towards pursuing security without nuclear weapons. I vividly remember when Professor Carlos Vargas, with much pride, told us that “Costa Rica has become a safer place after the abolition of our military.” 


In September, a new political administration was established in Japan. The new Minister of Foreign Affairs, Katsuya Okada, proposed that Japan and the United States  discuss a ban on the preemptive use of nuclear weapons. A ban on the preemptive use of nuclear weapons is merely the first step, and  these steps towards decreasing the role of nuclear weapons must be accelerated.  However, conservatives in the Japanese government are strongly against this notion. This faction, which has held the floor for decades, has been working hard to strengthen nuclear deterrence. 


Despite  the fact that Japan has Three Non-Nuclear Principles, which prohibit  the manufacturing, the possession and the introduction of nuclear weapons into Japanese territory, Japan signed a secret treaty with the US, allowing for the introduction of nuclear weapons into the country. Although this fact has been verified through documents and statements from Americans, the Japanese government has refused to acknowledge the existence of this secret treaty. The new minister, Mr. Okada has ordered a decree to investigate and publicize this issue.  A full investigation into this matter is of urgent matter.  


By allowing our hearts to be open to the voices of Hibakusha, we have learned much about nuclear weapons and their true nature. It is a mere fantasy to think that nuclear weapons will bring security.  We need to abandon our belief, rooted within our experience of the Cold War era, that the dependence on nuclear weapon will ensure security.  Furthermore, by appealing to the Peace Constitutions, let us develop a model of peace and security through conflict prevention and diplomatic relations.

